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judges will make mistakes, if they base their decisions on
evidence produced by one party, and not the other. ^_^f^
Only one word more before I leave this subject. I
regret as much and as sincerely as any man in India the
bitterness of tone which sometimes pervades journalism in
this country. Kve years ago, as officiating Commissioner
of Burdwan, I had occasion to write on this subject, and if
I allude to my report now, it is because the report was
printed and published in the Calcutta Gazette, and is there-
fore not an official secret. I said on that occasion, and on
many succeeding occasions, that differences in opinion must
always exist between the English newspapers and the Indian
newspapers in this country. English newspapers hold that
an absolute government is the best and only possible gov-
ernment of India, and that any system of representation or
self-government is a mistake. The Indian papers hold on
the other hand that there can be no good government in a
large and civilised country like India, and no satisfactory
solution of those great problems like famine and the im-
poverishment of the humbler classes, without some coopera-
tion of the people themselves in the control of the admi-
nistration. It is possible, I said, to hold and maintain these
opposite views without studied contempt and sneer on the
one side, and bitterness of tone on the other side. And those
journals which introduce this element of contempt and
hatred in the discussion of administrative questions are
creating difficulties for the British Government, and sow-
ing seeds of evil in India. It is by some degree of sympa-
thy, some degree of good feeling and neighbourly courtesy
and not by Sedition Laws that the relations between the
different sections of the Indian cornmuriity can be improv-
ed. As the who has passed the best years of his life in
administrative work, I have noticed that every improvement